
HAHS Minutes 
March 24, 2025 

 

Attendees:  Carol Desch, Janet Boyer, Mary Kirstein, Myrna Masching,  Monica Ruder, Ron Shank, 
Wendy Skarstad, Bob Voss, Kelly Knobloch, Judy Witheft 

Call to Order:  Mary Kirstein, President called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm 

Secretary Minutes: Monica Ruder  made a motion to accept the minutes and Ron Shank seconded the 
motion which passed. 

Treasurers Report:  Treasurer Myrna Masching presented the report: 

Discussion on the Paver line item – the amounts reflect only current year and there is a carry over from 
previous year. Question on $113. – this is $100. Chamber Dues plus $13. Annual State Report. $169. This 
is a 6 month subscription for online Ancestory.com which should be payable thru the Pattern Grant 
received in 2024.  Noted that we have received $250. Grant in February 2025 from Pattern for the 
purpose of Technology Software. Myrna explained that the area noted Dues and Donations also includes 
special programs (events) also.  It has been requested that on the detail reporting Due and Donations 
are broken down by each category of Dues $$, Donations $$ and each events dollar amounts for income 
and expense of that event. $671.85 Northern Illinois Gas payment was question.  An explanation by 
Mary and Myrna was given.  When the gas meter was combined in November – gas company did not bill 
correctly for multiple months – only billing for one building instead of all 3 buildings – there for the 
$671.85 brings HAHS current and we will in the future receive one bill from NIG which will be 
automatically debited from our checking account.  Treasurer’s report filed for Audit.  

Old Business: 

Membership - Judy gave an update on current membership. 96 paid members which include 29 Lifetime 
and 4 Business membership as of March 24, 2025.   

Newsletter Interviews – Janet passed a form out to attendees of a list of Names of people that have 
been interviewed with dates etc.  Currently Janet is asking for members to volunteer to do new 
interviews and to update our list of names of interviews needed.  She is keeping business interviews 
separated from personal.  Hoping to have 2 interviews in each of our 3 Newsletters. Each interview 
should be one to two pages for the Newsletter. Next newsletter will be going out hopefully April 15 so 
we need to get Interview info plus other info to Jenny by April 1. Mary has checked with post office and 
if we add 3-6 pages more than our last newsletter the cost will be increased by approximately 28 cents.  

Buildings and Grounds:  

Bob reported that Tim Feller is out of town however the cooling/heating project will begin as soon as 
weather allows.  

 

 



Finance and Fundraising : 

Herscher Then and Now presentation on Saturday, March 22.  Mary and all others thanked Ron and Bob 
for the wonderful job.  We have received many complements on their presentation and their continued 
work at the HAHS. It was noted that additional date for the presentation has been requested by multiple 
people that were unable to attend.  Ron and Bob will work on dates and times for this presentation with 
the thoughts that Saturday afternoon remain a good time to do presentations.  Mary reported that 
$413. was deposited from the Herscher Then and Now Event which included the admission fee of $10. 
Per person and $15.00 fee per booklet.  She reported that 24 attendees plus 6 HAHS Board members 
attended the program and 15 books were sold plus sold $58. of surplus items that were made available 
to all attendees.  Additional books are available for $20. And more can be made if requested. Send 
requests to Judy and can be picked up at the HAHS office at $20. Each.  Ron suggested that we continue 
to ask a donation amount for each presentation. Call in/email reservation with payment at the door 
worked well for the Herscher Then and Now and suggested this procedure continue for additional 
presentations/Events.  

CD Renewal  

Mary discussed the options available from our February move of CD funds to our current Savings 
account at SBH.  Currently 6 or 12 month CD’s are available. Discussion on keeping the investment local 
however need to compare rates at each of the 3 facilities in Herscher.  Discussion to invest $10,500. In 
CD for 6 months at best rate then within the next 3 months revisit the rates and possibly invest 
additional funds for the advantage of getting better interest rate than is being paid on a Savings 
account.  Carol made a motion to invest $10,500. At SBH. Janet seconded.  Motion was approved.  

Proposal of Christmas Fundraiser on even year/ rotation 

Discussion on the possibility of having our Christmas Fundraiser every other month.  Currently it is  on 
the Events calendar for November 15th, 9-3. The number of hours required to do the fundraiser has 
been noted and also the need for a Chairman to accept responsibility of organizing, setting up and take 
down. Mentioned that because of other events offered should be organized so that one week before 
the Event and a week following the event should be allowed for use of downstairs area.  Other events 
can be scheduled around these two weeks.  Noted that Jane Schwark will not be chairman however will 
assist.  Although many members are able to assist with different parts of the fundraiser a Chairman is 
needed by our April meeting if we are going to have a sale this year.  Suggested that if we decide we are 
unable to continue this project it be offered to other organizations in Herscher .  It has been a successful 
fundraiser in the years past.  If anyone would like to be the Chairman please email 
herscherareahistory@gmail.com before April 28th.  Further discussion will be done at the April meeting 
and a determination of this Event will be made at that time.  

 

NEW Business 

Museum and Displays  

 it has been suggested that one or two of our glass display cases be moved to Anderson House to clear a 
larger area for Main Street displays.   
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Events and Programs 

An Events and Programs detailed listing was made available to everyone.  This lists events with dates 
and times.  It was noted that we have added May 22/23 9-12 for 4th Grade Herscher Grade students 
tours , of approximately 4-5 classes ,of Main Street, Anderson and Annex.  We will need approximately 
2-3 people at each building.  Mary is hoping to create a scavenger hunt for the students. We are also 
available for special request tours by emailing or calling HAHS.  The April Membership Event is scheduled 
for April 24th, 5-7.  Invitations have been ordered and will be mailed around April 1.  Please let Kelly or 
Debbie know if you are able to assist.   

Acquisitions 

Noted that we are almost current on the input of acquisitions in our Past Perfect software.  Currently we 
are in the process of updating areas with new acquisitions or organizing storage of items for further use.  
We are ready to start receiving local farming items for our Main Street display area .  It is very important 
to complete acquisitions form or a on loan form so that items can be returned to the correct person 
when display is changed.  Mary has begun taking down some of the school items.   

 

Kelly made a motion to Adjourn . Seconded by Carol.  Motion passed .  Meeting adjourned at 6:56 

 

 

 

 

 


